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The effect of the short milling times on R5(Si,Ge)4 R =Gd, Tb magnetocaloric material properties was investigated. In particular, 12 
the effect of milling on atomic structure, particles size and morphology, magnetic, and magnetocaloric effect was studied. With 13 
short milling times (< 2.5h), a reduction of the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 particles size was achieved down to approximately 14 
3.5 µm. For both compositions the main differences are a consequence of the milling effect on the coupling of the structural 15 
and magnetic transitions. In the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 case, a second-order phase transition emerges at high temperatures as a result of 16 
ball milling. Consequently, there is a decrease in the magnetocaloric effect of 35% after 150 minutes of milling. Interestingly, 17 
an opposite effect is observed in Tb5Si2Ge2 where a 23% increase of the magnetocaloric effect was achieved, driven by the 18 
enhancement of the coupling between magnetic and structural transitions arising from internal strain promoted by the milling 19 
process.  20 
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I. INTRODUCTION:  
Magnetic cooling systems at room temperature have emerged as an alternative to the conventional refrigeration technology 
due to two breakthrough discoveries at the end of the 1990’s: the magnetic refrigerator prototype developed by Zimm et al [1] 
in 1998 and the Giant Magnetocaloric Effect (GMCE) discovery by V. Pecharscky and K. Gschneider reported in 1997 [2]. 
These milestones led to a remarkable increase in the number of room temperature magnetic refrigerator prototypes developed 
per year [3,4]. Concerning prototyping, Zimm and co-workers showed a cooling power of 600W and temperature variation of 
10K, depending on the amount of the magnetocaloric material used (gadolinium spheres) [1,4,5]. This achievement promoted 
an exponential interest in the search for optimized magnetocaloric materials because it offered the possibility of using green 
energy, compared to today’s conventional cooling systems such as air conditioners and freezers [6]. One of the key points of 
this technology is the magnetic material, since the GMCE is associated with a first-order transition, arising from the 
simultaneous occurrence of both magnetic and structural transitions [7]. Till now, several families of compounds exhibiting 
2 
 
the magnetocaloric effect (MCE) near room temperature were discovered, such as: Fe0.49Rh0.51, Gd5Si2Ge2 [2,8,9], La(Fe,Si)13 
[10–12]; Ni-Mn-In(Co) [13–15] and MnAs [16]. Since their discovery, there has been a constant effort to understand how to 
improve the magnetocaloric properties of each family [17]. Also several of these materials belong to the group of the magnetic 
shape memory alloys that display magnetic field-induced structural transitions [18,19]. Materials that belong to the R5(Si,Ge)4 
family, are among the most attractive candidates for magnetic refrigeration systems, since these materials are quite resistant to 
corrosion in the air/water and present a GMCE over a wide range of temperatures [20]. As the prototype development and 
optimization continues, other challenges have appeared such as the need to reduce the heat exchange time, as well as diminish 
the undesirable magnetic hysteresis loss [8,21–24]. One strategy is to tune the chemical stoichiometry in order to tailor the 
magnetic transition to the region at the border between the first and second-order type of transition (known as the critical point) 
[25]. Moreover, equally important is the design of the material geometry and in particular the size reduction of these materials 
in order to increase their surface-area/volume ratio [26]. The size reduction also allows for flexibility in design and enhanced 
functionalities. The reduced size [27,28] usually enhances the contribution of surface effects, leading to changes to the MCE 
itself [29,30]. On the R5(Si,Ge)4 compounds, Trevizoli et al [26], showed that by using pulverization powder metallurgy 
technique it is possible to tailor the particles size distribution and influence the magnetic properties of the Gd5.09Ge2.03Si1.88 
alloy. In that work, residual tension that is formed during the sintering has a direct influence on the suppression of the first-
order phase transition. In fact, the first-order phase transition is eliminated during sintering in samples with the lowest particle 
sizes (between 32 and 53 µm). Instead, bigger particles (106 and 149 µm) retain a coupled magnetostructural transition with a 
large magnetic entropy value of -14.0 JKg-1K-1 [26].  
Ball milling (BM) is one of the most attractive routes  to scale-down material size to the micrometer length scale [31,32]. 
Rajkumar et al [33] originally presented a work using ball milled powders, reaching the 1-5 µm size on Gd5Si2Ge2 and 
Gd5Si2Ge1.9Fe0.1 alloys. They observed that for the sample with Fe content, 32 h of BM promotes a splitting of the bulk magnetic 
transition towards two different magnetic transitions. Furthermore, a drastic decrease in the magnetic entropy change value (to 
0.45 JKg-1K-1, with ΔH=2T) in Gd5Si2Ge2 powders was observed. In this case, the particle size reduction is associated with a 
decrease of the magnetic  moment, suggesting the randomization of the magnetic moment at the surface [33].  Others studies 
reported the influence of the particle size decrease on the magnetocaloric effect [34–37]. Phan et al [34], reported the 
comparison of iron garnets nanoparticles (Gd3Fe5O12) produce by BM and the bulk counterpart. In their study the authors report 
that an increase of the MCE is observed when the grain size is decreased to 35nm. The BM samples show X-ray diffraction 
peak broadening effects, associated with the induce strain and introduction of defects into the lattice. Also, Biswas et al [36] 
also found an  enhancement of the MCE and suggested that this was related to the ordering of surface spins that is more evident 
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at low temperatures. Thus, Eu8Ga16Ge30 shows two transitions (first and second-order transition) and both transitions show 
different behavior depending on the crystallite size produced by BM. The second-order transition shows an increase of MCE 
with the decrease of crystallite size, and the first-order transition the opposite effect. It is thought that the reduction of crystallite 
size promotes the increase of the fraction of non-crystalline grain boundaries that results in the disruption of the first order  
ferromagnetic ordering [36]. Recently, Giovanna do Couto et al [37] reported a higher value of  magnetocaloric effect also 
using the BM process, where the main difference from the Rajkumar et al. work,  was the shorter milling time (~ 4h). 
Nevertheless, Giovanna do Couto and co-authors reached lower mean particles size (0.5 µm for Gd5Si2Ge2) and obtained a –
ΔSM ~ 4 JKg-1K-1 (with ΔH=0-5 T), corresponding to an 80% reduction when compared with bulk counterpart value of 20 JKg-
1K-1. Again, the reduction was related to the suppression of the amount of sample undergoing a first-order transition [37], 
namely by its transformation into an amorphous phase due to the increased milling time. Thus, in the context of the previous 
studies, the aim of the present work is to perform a systematic study of the effect of shorter milling times (<2.5h) on atomic 
structure, morphology, magnetic and MCE and to monitor the effect of that process in detail. The exploration of the MCE with 
the reduction of grain size relative to the bulk materials is the focus of this work. In order to understand the role played by the 
shorter BM times on the magnetic and/or structure transition and their (de)coupling, two compositions were studied: 
Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 alloys. The Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 compound presents a simultaneous magnetic and structural 
(magnetostructural) transition at 181 K whereas Tb5Si2Ge2 exhibits a shift of a few Kelvins between the magnetic (TC) and the 
structural transition (TS) (TS~105 K and TC~112 K on heating) [38,39].  
II. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS 
The Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 buttons were prepared in the arc melted furnace by mixing stoichiometric amounts of 
commercial pure rare earth elements (Gd or Tb - 99.999% Wt) with Si (99.9995% Wt) and Ge (99.999% Wt) in an argon 
atmosphere. After the initial melting, three re-melts were performed to improve the sample homogeneity. These buttons were 
ground using the BM technique, with the purpose of reducing the particle size. Therefore, the buttons (previously lightly 
fragmented) were placed in a steel vessel with zirconia balls (~ 12 spheres) in a planetary BM configuration. The sample, with 
3-4 g of powder, was milled in isopropanol with fixed rotation (400 rpm). For Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 the mill time was varied from 30, 
90, 120 and 150 minutes and for Tb5Si2Ge2 60, 90, 120 and 150 minutes. Finally, the vessel containing the material and ethanol 
was placed in a stove at 60 °C for 12 hours to evaporate the isopropanol.  
The structural characterization of the milled powders was evaluated from the X-ray diffraction patterns (XRD) obtained 
using a Panalytical, X´Pert Pro diffractometer with a CuKα radiation and λ=1.54056Å at 40 kV and 30 mA. The 
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crystallographic structures were determined by Rietveld refinements of the XRD spectrum, using the FULLPROF software 
package [40]. Such refinements were performed in a systematic way by considering the presence of two different 
crystallographic phases (in the case of the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7), which were added into the refinement one at a time in order to 
minimize errors in peaks assignment. The microstructure and chemical composition of the samples with different milling times 
were evaluated by electron microscopy (SEM) using a Philips-FEI/Quanta 400 with a coupled energy dispersive spectroscope 
(EDS). The magnetization curves, i.e. the temperature dependence of the magnetization (M(T) curves) and isothermal 
magnetization curves (M(H)) were measured in a Quantum Design Physical Property Measurement System (PPMS)  with a 
Vibrating Sample Magnetometer setup option in the case of the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and in a commercial (MPMS Quantum Design) 
Superconducting Quantum Interference Device (SQUID) magnetometer in the [100; 300] K temperature range, for Tb5Si2Ge2. 
The M(H) magnetic isotherms curves were measure up to 50 kOe. Afterwards, the magnetic entropy changes [-∆Sm (T)] were 
estimated through the application of the Maxwell relation, according to the loop method, as report in Ref. [41]. 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Structural Characterization  
The effects of short milling times on the crystallography were evaluated in the two magnetocaloric materials: Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and 
Tb5Si2Ge2. In Fig. 1a) and 1b) the XRD patterns of Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 bulk and powders with different milling times 
are shown. The bulk patterns are characterized by sharp and well defined peaks, signaling high crystallinity. The milling process 
promotes the decrease/disappearance of some peaks. In case of Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7, with increasing milling time, it is clearly observed 
that the following peaks intensities decrease: 30.56º [3 0 2]; 31.15º [3 1 -2]; 31.95º [3 2 1]; 32.70º [3 1 2]; 33.43º [4 2 0]; 33.92º 
[5 1 -1] and 35.01º [4 2 -1]. These peaks are characteristic of the monoclinic (M) phase [42]. After 150 min of BM some peaks 
appear that are characteristic of orthorhombic phase (O(I)),: 31.60º [1 3 2]; 32.93º [2 0 2] and 35.64º [1 4 2] [42,43]. 
Furthermore, all peaks show a slight displacement suggesting that volume changes are occurring, but this will be discussed 
further below. In order to extract the amount of M vs O(I), phases and structural properties, in Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 samples the patterns 
have been refined considering two crystalline phases, a M structure (Gd5Si2Ge2 structure, P1121/a space group) and a  O(I) 
structure (Gd5Si4 structure, Pnma space group). From the refinements, a linear reduction of volume of both phases with increase 
of the BM time up to 1% is obtained, as can be observed in Fig. 1. This feature explains the shifting of the XRD pattern peaks. 
In accordance with this shrinking, a systematic increase of O(I) is obtained at room temperature increasing up to 40% for 150 
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minutes (see inset Fig. 2). In addition the XRD line broadening is show in Fig. 1a) and it is found to be proportional to the 
milling time. These results are in agreement with other studies like: Gd3Fe5O12 and Eu8Ga16Ge30 clathrate nanocrystals [34,36].  
        
 
Figure 1 – (color online) XRD patterns of the powders with different millings times for: a) Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 (blue region 
corresponds to M reflections, the violet corresponds to reflections characteristic of the O(I) phase) and b) Tb5Si2Ge2 (the dashed 
lines are a guide-to the-eye only).  
 
In the case of Tb5Si2Ge2, the XRD pattern remains almost unaltered demonstrating that at room temperature the stable 5:4 
phase is the M phase. Nevertheless, an evident shift of the peaks to higher angles is observed. Like in the Gd case, these shifts 
are related to a volume unit cell decrease that were quantified in Rietveld refinements and depicted in Fig. 2, showing that BM 
time acts on both materials in a similar way, shrinking them. In the literature, these changes, are usually associated with 
structural disorder (vacancies, dislocations and grain boundaries) promoted by the milling process [31,37,44]. But in the present 
case it is clear that the peak shifts are related to strain effect induced by the BM [44].  
One should mention that no ZrO2 peaks, typically found in materials prepared by the milling process, are observed in our XRD 
patterns. This common contamination, absent in our work, results from the zirconium balls used in the milling process [37]. 
This shows one advantage of using short milling times and only 400 rpm in the milling process, contrary to what happens for 
longer milling times in other reports [37].  
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Fig. 2 – (color online) The volume as a function of time for Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 samples. Inset: the amount of the M 
and O(I) structure presented in  Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 obtained by Rietveld refinement. Dashed lines are guides for the eyes. 
 
B. Particle Size and Morphology 
Fig. 3 shows the images obtained by scanning electronic microscopy (SEM) that were used to analyze size and  morphology 
of the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 powder resulting for the milling process. Fig. 3a) to c) depicts the change in micromorphology of the powder 
resulting from different milling times: 30, 90 and 150 min.  
 
/  
 
Fig. 3 – (color online) Scanning electron micrographs of Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 with different milling times: a) 30, b) 90 and c) 150 
minutes; and the corresponding histograms: d), e) and f). 
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The micrographs show that the particles lack a uniform size and do not have a well-defined geometric morphology. By 
averaging across the images the mean particle size was estimated as 5.7, 4.5 and 3.6 µm for 30, 90 and 150 min milling times, 
respectively. These values were extracted from the fitted size distribution, shown in Fig. 3d) to f), using a Lorentzian function. 
Basically, the micrographs reveal that: 1) a decrease in the average particle size with the increase of the milling time due to 
fracturing; and 2) for milling times > 90 minutes, the particles form agglomerates that are associated with the higher reactivity 
of the powder as a result of the increase of the area/volume ratio of the particles. The agglomerate formation is very common 
with this technique [33,44]. In comparison with previous work by Giovanna do Couto et al [37], these results show a smaller 
distribution in particle size for the same 120 min of milling process with 400 rpm. This demonstrates the importance of the 
initial button grinding, before introducing it in the planetary. Similar results are achieved in SEM images of the in Tb5Si2Ge2 
and to simplify these will be not shown. 
C. Magnetic Characterization 
The magnetization was measured as a function of temperature with constant magnetic field (H=1000 Oe) for both the 
Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and Tb5Si2Ge2 alloys, with the objective of studying the effect of the milling times on the magnetic properties. 
The temperature dependence of the magnetization for Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 samples are shown in Fig. 4a). In the case of Tb5Si2Ge2 
sample, since the structural and magnetic transition occurs at different but closely spaced temperatures, the (de)coupling is 
more easily observed in the temperature derivative (dM/dT) displayed in Fig. 4b. 
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Fig. 4 – (color online) Temperature dependence of the magnetization for a) Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and b) derivative of the M(T) curve 
for Tb5Si2Ge2 with different milling times. Dashed lines are guides for the eyes.  
 
 
For the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 bulk sample, in the 120-300 K temperature range (on heating), Fig. 4a), a single sharp transition is 
observed at 181 K which is associated, as in previous works, with first-order transition where simultaneous magnetic and 
structural transition occurs, from orthorhombic I, [O(I)], – ferromagnetic to monoclinic, [M], – paramagnetic [8,45]. For the 
milled samples, it is clear that this process promotes significant changes in the magnetic properties when compared with the 
bulk sample, and corroborates the previous structural characterization: the decrease of the M phase responsible for the 
smoothening of the ~181 K transition, and the increase the O(I) phase responsible for the enhancement of the ~ 236 K transition. 
In fact, besides presenting the low temperature transition, which is present in the bulk sample, an additional second magnetic 
transition is apparent at ~236 K. From the literature, it appears that this transition is associated with a pure magnetic transition 
from paramagnetic to ferromagnetic promoted by the arrested of the O(I) structure up to room temperature and thus corresponds 
to a transition with second-order character. With increased BM time, the second-order transition becomes more pronounced 
revealing an increase of the O(I) structure at room temperature.  
 On the other hand the Tb5Si2Ge2 bulk sample presents two transitions visible from the dM/dT curve, both within the 
temperature range of 91-130 K, on heating (Fig. 4b). The one at 108 K is associated with the structural transition (Ts) and the 
one at 112 K is associated with the magnetic transition (TC), as reported in literature [46].  The structural transition occurs from 
O(I)  M phase, which is in accordance with our previous reports [39]. At higher temperatures (112 K), the transition is related 
to the change from ferromagnetic to paramagnetic state, while preserving the M structure. With increased milling time it is 
observed that the lower temperature transition starts to be less clear and even disappears completely for the longer milled 
sample (at 150 min). Simultaneously, there is a slightly shift in the high temperature transition, increasing by a few degrees 
(from 112 K to 114 K).  
D. Magnetic Entropy 
The magnetic entropy variation with the milling time was performed in all the samples, and is presented in Fig. 5a) for the 
Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and b) for Tb5Si2Ge2 for magnetic field of 50 kOe.  
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Fig. 5 – (color online) Temperature dependence of the magnetic entropy change for a) Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and b) Tb5Si2Ge2 and the 
effect of different millings times, under an applied magnetic field change of ΔH=50KOe (insets for reduced magnetic fields 
ΔH=20KOe). 
 
 
From Fig. 5 it is observed opposite effects of milling times on –ΔSM for the different compositions, i.e. milling decreases –
ΔSM for Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and increases –ΔSM for Tb5Si2Ge2. This is more clearly observed when plotting the maximum value of 
the magnetic entropy change (–ΔSMmax) as a function of milling times for a) Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and b) Tb5Si2Ge2, as shown in Fig. 
6. In the case of the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7, the bulk sample exhibits a –ΔSMmax value of 21.8 JKg-1K-1 for ΔH=50 KOe. After 30, 90, 
120 and 150 min of milling there is a –ΔSMmax decrease of 8%, 33%, 32% and 35%, respectively. So, for Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 the 
magnetocaloric effect decreases when the milling time increases, however for longer times (>90 min) this parameter tends to a 
plateau (see Fig. 6a)). Note that there is a small shift of temperature at which the peak of the MCE occurs and that this peak 
tends to stabilize at 175 K. In summary, the milling process leads to a reduction of the maximum magnetic entropy change in 
agreement with previously reported data [44].  
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Fig. 6 – Maximum value of magnetic entropy change (ΔSMmax) as a function of milling times for a) Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 and b) 
Tb5Si2Ge2. Dashed lines are guides for the eyes. 
 
Fig. 6b shows the –ΔSM(T) for the Tb5Si2Ge2 bulk sample and this sample has a –ΔSMmax value of 14.2 JKg-1K-1, for  ΔH=50 
KOe, close to the value reported by Morellon and co-authors [47]. After 90, 120 and 150 min there is –ΔSMmax increase of 11%, 
16% and 23%, respectively. The temperature of the maximum magnetic entropy change is ~102.5K and remains constant for 
all milling times. The Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7, -ΔSMmax tends to stabilize with the increase of the milling time (in particular after 90 min), 
whereas the Tb5Si2Ge2 shows a linear increase with the milling times studied in this work.  
IV. DISCUSSION 
From the present work it is clear that using the same BM conditions produces opposite behavior in the otherwise similar 
compounds (in terms of their magnetic behaviour and atomic structure).  
In the Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 case, the results follow the same trend as previous reported for Gd5Si1.8Ge1.8Sn0.4 [20] and Gd5Si2Ge1.9Fe0.1 
[33]. In those works a suppression of the first-order transition (partial or total) was observed with BM. Most similar to our case 
is the report of magnetization behavior of Gd5Si2Ge1.9Fe0.1 where the change of magnetization was attributed to the suppression 
of the M structural phase and hence of its phase transition towards the O(I) structure [18,33,48,49]. Accordingly to the literature, 
it is suggested that the origin for the observed phenomena was related to: 1) particle size reduction; 2) strain/defect formed 
during the milling process; 3) chemical inhomogeneity or/and 4) compositional fluctuations. On the other hand, Giovanna do 
Couto et al [37] reported a detailed BM study where even for the shortest time considered (which was for 4 h) a quite drastically 
reduction of the first-order transition in Gd5Si2Ge2 was observed. To explain the obtained properties the authors used similar 
explanation as the one proposed by Rajkumar and co-authors but adding that the different particle sizes also play a role on the 
magnetic properties because the downsizing implies changes in the magnetic interactions leading to the appearance of surface 
effects such spin canting/frustration arising from uncompensated spin interactions at the atomic surface [33]. Nevertheless, the 
difference that distinguishes this work is that by examining much shorter BM time we were able to monitor with detail the 
structural and magnetic properties changes. This provides insight concerning the role played by BM namely, that first hours of 
milling changes the internal structure of the materials by inducing internal strain that is able to change M phase into O(I) 
structure, reducing the amount of the first-order phase responsible for giant MCE whilst reducing the particle size. Furthermore, 
during the short time BM we were not able to detect the presence of defects and impurities from the XRD patterns and 
stoichiometry analysis. Only for longer times would we expect a drastic reduction of the crystallinity of the samples leading to 
the suppression of a magnetic transition and poorer or even null MCE values. As a result for short BM times we have achieved 
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quite impressive MCE values. Table 1 summarizes the ΔSM values obtained for various ball milled R5(Si,Ge)4 materials 
reported in the literature namely for the Gd samples. 
 
Table 1 – Review of the properties and the effect of BM in the Gd5(Si,Ge)4. 
 
Sample Milling Time (min) Grain Size (µm) TC ΔSMmax(J/Kg K) Ref. 
Gd5Si2Ge2 1920 1-5 225 0.45 [33] 
Gd5Si2Ge2 0 - 269 20 [37] 
240 0.5 261 ~4 [37] 
Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 0 - 181 21.8 In this work 
150 3.59 180 & 236 14.6 In this work 
 
Here we show that BM in Tb5Si2Ge2 compound induces an increase of 23% of the maximum magnetic entropy change. Still 
presenting an opposite effect, the physical explanation is similar to the Gd sample, i.e. induced strain with BM. It is well known 
that by applying hydrostatic pressure a full coupling of the magnetic and structural transition can be obtained in these 
compounds [47,50]. Thus, leading to a progressive increase of ΔSMmax value from 13.4 JKg-1K-1 (P=0 kbar) till 22.1 JKg-1K-1 
(P=9 kbar), for a 50 kOe magnetic field. This is analogous to that obtained in our results since the ΔSMmax increase linearly up 
to ~17 JKg-1K-1 for 120 min milling. Furthermore in a previous work [50], our group reported similar effect when Fe is 
substituted in Tb5Si2Ge2 which lead to an increase of the MCE, caused by internal strains in the grain boundaries that are 
enhanced by the Fe presence. Other materials report the same enhancement of the MCE with the decrease of grain size by BM. 
For example, nanostructures of  iron garnets with 35 nm show an increase of the ΔSMmax from 2.45 JKg-1K-1 to 3.47 JKg-1K-1 
with Δµ0H=3T [34]. Eu8Ga16Ge30 clathrate (type-I), with average crystal size of 42 nm, shown an enhancement of the –ΔSM, 
to ~10 JKg-1K-1 for 5T, with decreasing crystal size (~15 nm), at lower temperatures. 
Analyzing the ΔSM for low fields different behaviors depending on the materials were observed. Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 shows similar 
behavior for low and high applied magnetic fields, i.e. a –ΔSM decrease occurs with milling time. Such result indicates that 
even for ΔH=20kOe, the magnetic field is strong enough to promote the MS transition. In contrast, for Tb5Si2Ge2 the ΔH= 20 
kOe proved to be insufficient to promote a complete structural transition in the ball milled samples. Consequently, there are no 
significant changes in between the –ΔSM (T) curves for the ball milled samples – their differentiating factor is obvious in low 
applied fields. All the materials were measured in powder form with similar particle shape which allows us to neglect stray 
field effects since the demagnetization factor will be the same [51].  
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IV. CONCLUSION 
In this work we show that short mill times produce different results on magnetic properties depending on the type of the material 
processed. In particular, in Tb5Si2Ge2 milling appears to promote stronger coupling of the structural and magnetic transition in 
contrast to Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7. The SEM images show, for both samples, non-spherical particles with different sizes depending on 
BM time. Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7 displays two transitions, due to an increase of the O(I) phase resulting in emergence of the second-order 
transition at higher temperatures. As a consequence, in Gd5Si1.3Ge2.7, there is a decrease of the magnetocaloric effect with the 
increase of the milling time, which tends to stabilize after 90 min of ball milling. On the other hand, in the Tb5Si2Ge2 case, the 
magnetization curves show that the BM process increases the temperature of structural transition, promoting its coupling with 
the magnetic one. As a result, the MCE increases with the milling time and at a linear rate, i.e., the MCE increases 23% after 
150 min but does not show signals of stabilizing at least within the ball milling times studied here. Still the observed effects 
result from strain induced during the BM process. From this study we can conclude that BM, although a widely used and in 
principle simple technique, can be used as a tool to tune the MCE in R5(Si,Ge)4. The work also opens up an encouraging 
prospect for micro-scale magnetic refrigerators which would facilitate greater heat exchange times and thus higher frequency 
operation. This many also lead to higher efficiency, by potentially addressing one of the major limitation of the magnetic 
refrigeration at the present time. In the future, exploration of increased mill times for Tb5Si2Ge2 composition will be performed 
to establish the optimum MCE achievable in this material system. 
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